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Israel
and the Church

“And she said,

‘The glory has departed from Israel,
for the ark of God was taken...’

and all the house of Israel
lamented after the Lord.”

1 Samuel 4:22; 7:2

Israel - the chosen nation, whom God calls theleéappHis eye', the nation chosen by almighty Godé
clay in His hand, chosen to bring about His kingdtsrael,“to whom belongs the adoption as sons and the
glory and the covenants and the giving of the Lawdathe temple service and the promises, whose laee t
fathers, and from whom is the Christ according tioet flesh;” (Romans 9:4-5)

Israel - rather than permitting God to form herHis love and wisdom, is choosing to form hersef, i
accordance with her own understanding, dreams anfnitians; Israel - today as in the past, is deteedito
go her own way.

In 1 Samuel 4, Israel deludes herself with the ithed she can take the Ark of God into the batldfas if it
were a magic totem which she can treat as she likben she builds the temple she turns it into m afe
robbers. Her stubborn refusal to respond to thedvafrJeremiah with repentance and to learn heotess
from the exile of the 10 tribes brings upon herdestruction of the temple and her exile to Babylon

After 70 years of dreadful suffering, shame and itiation, she returns and rebuilds the temple, grate
again it becomes a house of merchandise. Whenrberiged Redeemer arrives and offers her the eternal
kingdom, when her true King calls her to forsakedurisy and cease her religious activities, when he
everlasting High Priest exhorts her to worship Godpirit and truth, she crucifies Him, thus Jetesaand

her temple turn to ruins and God forces her oltssfPromised Land once again.

Wandering around the world for the next 2000 yesing tries in vain to understand why such calamjitie
pain, sorrow and tragedies come upon her. Despeisdte cries, 'next year in Jerusalem'. Finall{gra2000
years, her dream comes true. In 1948 she returdgetdPromised Land, but the old city of Jerusalem
continues to b&rampled under foot by the Gentiles(Luke 21:24)

In 1967 Muslim Arab forces gather along Israel’sdaos threatening to annihilate Israel. The 6-Dagr W
begins. But miraculously by the grace and powealwiighty God, the old city of Jerusalem returnsstael.
Jerusalem is no longer “trampled under foot by@eatiles.” However, Israel continues to pursue dwen
path, as she has throughout history. Still todayishunwilling to rely solely on God, to trust, gb&nd hope
in Him. Still today she depends on covenants witteonations, and puts her faith, no longer in ichstand
horses, in military might and worldly 'wisdom'.

Now we must look into the mirror - what do we seegaflected?
We - who have come to the cross,
- who have been cleansed from all our sin, impuitg iniquity,
- who have already been delivered from darknesighiband from death to life,
- who have become the very children of God,
- who have access to the Holy of Holies
- and the dominion which Adam lost,
- who are grafted into the olive tree with our narirethe book of life,
are we walking in the footsteps of Israel?



Are we going astray by following our own way like $rael?

Or are we relying on, putting our trust in, and obegying our Lord and our God?

Why is it that for so many, the simple truth of ourLord’s teaching is no longer our true life?

- Love your enemy and pray for those who perseypoite

- Do not lay up for yourselves treasures upon eardhlay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.
- Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteowssne

- Treat people the same way you want them to yreat

- Forgive up to seventy times seven!

- Love one another, just as | have loved you.

- Do not judge lest you be judged.

- Do not be anxious for your life, as to what ydals eat, or what you shall drink; nor for you boag to
what you shall put on; is not life more than food dhe body more than clothing?

- Do not be anxious for tomorrow; for tomorrow wékre for itself.

- He who loves his life will lose it; and he whotés his life in this world shall keep it to lifeeghal.
- Whoever wishes to become great among you shalbbeservant.

- Give your other cheek.

- Walk the extra mile.

- Feed the poor.

- Clothe the naked.

- Look after the widows and orphans.

- Visit the sick and the prisoners.

- The strong ought to bear the weaknesses of thitBeut strength.

- Think others more important than yourself.

- Humble yourself.

- Receive one another as Christ also received us.

- Whether you eat or drink, live or die - whateyeu do - do all to the glory of God.
- Live in unity.

- Proclaim the Gospel of the kingdom.

- Set the captives free.

- Make disciples.

Israel entered her Promised Land but we by faith hae entered the promised kingdom.

We must ask ourselves, is our promised kingdom, ouiving water and bread of life, our true temple
and hope which is deep within us, being “trampled nder foot by the Gentiles™?

Do we allow our Lord to deal with our lives as claythe hands of the potter?

Are we fulfilling His heart’s desire to expand Hisigdom, or are we in exile seeking our own dreamd
ambitions?

Do we bring Him glory, or has the glory departesi®dir ark broken? Are we lamenting?
Are we experiencing the promised abundance of life?
Dear beloved friends, whom do we truly want to p&a



Why is our human reasoning preventing us from faliysting, obeying, and placing the Lord in theyer
center of our lives?

What will it take for us to truly abandon our livedo His faithful hands and let Him form us in aodance
with his own love, wisdom and purpose which He foagach of us?

Have we forgotten that this world is passing awag &e are only passing through?
“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which alswe eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ
(Philippians 3:20)

It seems to me that the pure teaching of God’s Wil fellowship of the saints, prayer, breakinddad
and proclaiming the Gospel, which were sufficieot the early Church, are no longer sufficient foe t
Church of today. To my sorrow, most of the Churgltéming up with all kinds of strategies, technigjue
manipulation and emotional hype, including greanpises of prosperity, to attract people.

“For the time will come when they will not endureoand doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tigd,
they will accumulate for themselves teachers in amance to their own desires.(2 Timothy 4:3)

May we all come to the full realization of the diei power which is within us and of the cross wittohits
implications on our daily lives. We cannot affocdvtalk in the footsteps of Israell We must 'put@mrist’,
the full armor, depend only on God, trust and otheysimplicity of His Word, follow with all our he the
example of His walk on earth and be filled with thely Spirit to bear much fruit.

In the name of our Lord, | beseech you belovedavoid the delusion suffered by Israel. May we meve
regard the name of Jesus as a magic word on osy tlig way the Israelites treated the Ark of God.
Remember, the kingdom which God promised to Issh@ll surely come to her, but the comfort of His
people and the task of provoking them to jealouitl the Gospel, the Lord has left in your hands!

After World War 2, a group of German students vadened to help rebuild an English cathedral that ha
been severely damaged by German bombs. As workgseed, they become concerned about a large statue
of Jesus, with outstretched arms and the inscrigieneath;Come unto me.”

They had particular difficulty trying to restoreethhiands, which had been completely destroyed. Afitgrh
discussion, they decided that the hands shouldiremissing and they changed the inscription“@hrist
has no hands but ours.”

While God is restoring the physical nation of I$r@ae His glory, to fulfill His purpose and promiseHe is
also initiating a spiritual rebirth in His land.

Many believers world wide are discarding their rom@notions of Israel in response to revelationwtihe
role of Israel in God'’s plan. The Lord is using fimaet of Salvation to teach, encourage and mohilizen

to proclaim the Gospel in Israel and make discipiRRaplacement theology is being attacked with sound
teaching - praise the Lord - while many movemengsrising to take the Church back to its roots. Huody
Spirit is shaking and shaping the body of Christ.

| dearly love you; my heart is full of praise amdksgiving to my Lord for your dear hands which an
the plow with us. God only knows how thankful we &r your obedience to His call, for your hopestr
and reliance on Him, for your true love, faithfudseand prayers, for your joyful, generous giving tompet

at this most important time of building the Lord'®w center, for your participation in the summer
campaigns, for all that you are in Him, we give Hifary!

“Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort yoin the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us
instruction as to how you ought to walk and pleaSed (just as you actually do walk), that you excill
more.” (1 Thessalonians 4:1)

Because He lives,
Jacob & Elisheva Damkani



